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CARINE GARDENS CARAVAN PARK — EVICTIONS 
Grievance 

MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [9.34 am]: My grievance is directed to the minister representing the 
Minister for Housing and concerns the need to develop affordable housing options for low-income people 
evicted from caravan parks. 
I have been in contact with a number of ministers regarding the impact that the closure of caravan parks has 
upon residents who have made these parks their permanent or long-stay homes. I am unhappy with what appears 
to be a lack of timely planning to ensure that those people with limited means have a roof over their heads. The 
matter came to my attention when residents of the Carine Gardens Caravan Park contacted my office, deeply 
concerned about rumours that that caravan park was going to close. I met with some of these residents and, 
frankly, they were worried sick about where they will go. Residents have now been formally advised that the 
Carine Gardens Caravan Park will close on 31 January 2016, and that they have to leave the premises by 
1 February 2016. These residents now have less than six months to find somewhere else to live. That is not very 
long when a person does not have the money to move. Many of them cannot even afford their removal costs, let 
alone the cost of private accommodation. They would have to join the waiting list to access public housing. The 
older residents do not have the means to pay for entry to private aged-care facilities, even if they were ready, and 
eligible, to make that step. Some of these people are senior citizens with limited means. Some are persons and 
families removing themselves from domestic and family violence. Some of them have just exited medical care. 
Some are single, and cannot afford high rents. Some have serious medical conditions. Exactly where they are 
supposed to go once the caravan park closes is unknown. 
Three issues need to be clearly identified about this matter. Firstly, we know that our population is rapidly 
ageing and that in the long term there will be a dire shortage of low-level and high-level aged care for older 
Australians. Therefore, an important part of our long-term planning is to assist seniors to remain living 
independently in their own homes. However, for that to occur they need to have somewhere they can afford to 
live. Secondly, the long-term residents of caravan parks choose this way of living as an affordable alternative to 
private rental, while maintaining their independence. Thirdly, there is an increasing trend for caravan parks to 
close or be redeveloped into more upmarket tourist destinations, leaving many of these long-term residents with 
nowhere to live. 
I am not identifying anything new here. The Economics and Industry Standing Committee established an inquiry 
into the provision, use and regulation of caravan parks and camping grounds in Western Australia in 2011. 
Hon Mike Nahan chaired the committee; I know he is well aware of the problems I have outlined. At that time, 
he urged the Minister for Housing to look at Homeswest-style, village-type developments to absorb the 
increasing demand for people displaced from caravan parks. The Department of Housing also made a submission 
to that committee, stating that the closure of residential caravan parks was adding to the demand for affordable 
housing. Caravan parks as an affordable housing option should be supported by ensuring that residents have 
greater certainty of tenure. At that time in 2011, Department of Housing and Australian Bureau of Statistics data 
indicated that up to 40 per cent of caravan parks in Perth had half or more of their sites dedicated to long-stay 
residents, with more than 5 000 people in WA living in caravan parks permanently. The Department of Housing 
stated in its submission — 

Government requires a proactive and integrated response to assist permanent long-stay residents and 
prevent them becoming homeless. 

The department also suggested setting aside crown land for the purpose of affordable housing, using 
prefabricated dwellings. That is a great idea, but it does not look as though that strategy has been either 
adequately developed or urgently acted upon. Western Australia has a caravan park closures interagency 
working group with established protocols for managing caravan park closures. That was a positive step. 
Unfortunately, we do not appear to have done anything concrete to solve the problem about where these 
displaced residents will actually go. 

The Minister for Planning, Hon John Day, advised me in December 2014 that the government cannot stop 
caravan park owners closing their parks and, if necessary, evicting their residents, providing they follow the 
correct process. He went on to say that although the provision of caravan parks is not core government business, 
the recent park closures have led the Western Australian Planning Commission to identify two proposed 
development sites, in Ascot and Whiteman, as a caravan park and an affordable lifestyle village. However, these 
will obviously take time to develop, if they go ahead. This will not assist those residents facing eviction in 
Carine. I cannot help but wonder why it has taken four years for the WAPC to get around to identifying these 
sites, given the urgent need of these displaced caravan park residents. I also point out that no commitment has 
been made to actually proceed with these developments, yet there is a need to do so. We need to act faster and 
we need to act more decisively to recognise the needs of these low-income, displaced people. They are being 

 [1] 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 13 August 2015] 

 p5322b-5324a 
Mr Tony Krsticevic; Mr Terry Redman 

forced out of their long-term accommodation in the name of progress. I have no problem with progress, but we 
must recognise the needs of these long-term, low-income residents and act more compassionately to assist them. 
The Department of Housing suggested four years ago that we construct groups of park homes and prefabricated 
dwellings. If the government cannot do it, we need to establish legislation to allow for long-term leasing 
arrangements to permit villages such as these to be constructed by the private sector. 
I look forward to some swift and positive action being taken by this government at the earliest possible time to 
provide alternative accommodation for people such as my constituents who face the closure of their caravan park 
in just over five months. I thank the house for its attention. 
MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood — Minister for Regional Development) [9.40 am]: I thank the 
member for Carine for his grievance. There are a number of elements to the grievance, but I will break them into 
two: firstly, the acute needs of those who will be displaced by the Carine Glades caravan park in six months’ 
time; and, secondly, the broader challenge for government as to what options are available for permanent 
residents of caravan parks and the like who are faced with the potential closure of those caravan parks. The 
strength of my response is probably more in the housing space, but I will touch on the objective of trying to get 
more affordable housing to meet those needs. 
We certainly are aware that a number of people are essentially permanent residents of caravan parks. The 
member for Carine mentioned there were about 5 000, which is consistent with the figures I have. Some people 
live there because they actually like that—it is their preferred choice—and, for others it is simply the only 
affordable option they have available to them. In many cases, those caravan parks are run by private providers 
and are often on areas of land of low economic value. That reason has enabled the operators to provide a caravan 
park and therefore provide a choice to those people who are a party to it. Of course, when the planning laws 
change and land is rezoned, the increase in the value of the land drives decision changes, and that is probably the 
case with the caravan park in this situation. A decision over the planning was changed and of course a decision 
was made to close the caravan park. Unfortunately, there is very little that government can do from a legal 
perspective to stop that, as the member said in his grievance. As long as the right protocols are followed—there 
is a certain notice period; I think it is 180 days for long-term residents in caravan parks—a number of people can 
find themselves without choices and options. 
The government is doing a number of things at a broader level. Yesterday during question time, the Premier 
made a statement about the state government’s affordable housing strategy that set a target of 20 000 affordable 
houses by 2020. We have met that target and we are upping it now to 30 000, and we have every confidence that 
we can deliver on it. The strategy looks at the whole housing continuum, not only one element of it, and, of 
course, the people the member has referred to who are at risk of losing a place to live are certainly a part of the 
broader housing affordability strategy. 
The responsibility for the tenants sits with Department of Commerce, but the responsibility for the options for 
people who are displaced by this type of situation sits with Housing. Both Housing and the Department of 
Commerce have an assistance protocol, which the member talked about. That assistance protocol has a number 
of elements to it, which include—if I can go through those options—the attendance at park liaison committee 
meetings; information sessions for park residents and the provision of information brochures; conduct of priority 
housing interviews on site; referral of applicants to the public housing waiting lists in areas where they have 
requested housing and referral to community housing providers where preferred or appropriate; for people who 
are eligible for bond assistance, loans to acquire private rental accommodation and information relating to the 
commonwealth rent assistance; links to national rental affordability scheme properties; and information and 
referrals for shared equity and Keystart loan options. There are a number of ways that the Department of 
Housing is able to assist through that assistance protocol, but that is not to say that that means someone will 
necessarily land a good outcome. Housing is also limited by its ability to provide options only to those eligible 
for social housing, which is, of course, subject to income and assets tests. 

A number of people affected have contacted the Housing Authority about this closure and have been seeking 
assistance. In fact, I am told that on the back of the most recent information I have, approximately 50 people in 
the park may be interested in receiving assistance from the Department of Housing. That said, some 
seven residents—this is again the most recent information I have—have applied for public housing assistance. 
One of those applications was withdrawn because the resident has secured alternative accommodation; 
four applicants are on the priority waiting list; two applicants are on the general waiting list; and of the 
remaining six, four are listed for the northern district zone and two are listed for the north eastern metropolitan 
zone. Those applications range from as early as 15 December 2006 through to 10 June this year, so a number of 
people are obviously seeking options. 

Yesterday a meeting was held in the park with the Housing Authority and a couple of points arose from that 
meeting. One was the preparedness of the park management, who are happy to cooperate and provide assistance 
to affected residents. A letter drop to residents outlined housing options and alternatives and a meeting with the 
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caretaker was held, who was going to play a role in assisting to identify the respective priority needs of those 
who are affected by this decision. 

A number of things are in play. I take on board the member’s point about caravan parks being a long-term 
residential option. The member talked about progressing the other choices at Ascot and Whiteman. I am told that 
a number of surveys are being conducted about the particular needs that people might want to identify and how they 
might be structured. Those things are important, but, of course, things never happen as fast as we would like to 
meet that need. Unfortunately, the best I can offer in this situation from the Department of Housing is that we will 
work as closely as we can with the affected residents to find alternative accommodation. We have a very effective 
housing affordability strategy. I can talk about that only on a global level and about the positive outcomes we have 
seen, because we know that every time we drill down, we will find someone who is extremely disaffected by the 
situation they are facing. That is very unfortunate. I know that in some cases people have choices and options, and 
hopefully the residents are able to secure those choices and options post the closure of this site. They have been 
given six months’ notice, so one little blessing is that there is a bit of time to work through to get to that end. I know 
the Minister for Housing is also supported through the government budget process and there are fairly significant 
resources to focus on seniors and families to develop social housing needs and we are hoping to halve the priority 
waiting list over the next couple of years. The minister has a very strong focus and a number of the residents in the 
caravan park the member talks about fit that profile—notably seniors and others. The member for Carine has 
a broad profile of those impacted, including those who might be disaffected for reasons of domestic violence, and 
of residents in other places and the like, so there is a bit of complexity in providing an outcome. We are working 
very closely with those who are affected. I hope we can get some good outcomes. It is very good of the member to 
take up this issue at the highest level. It is extremely important. 
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